
 

 

Merry  

Christmas  

 

 

See you for Carols round the  

Fountain  

East Linton Square  

24th December, 7pm  
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Dunpender Communi ty Counci l 

East Lintonõs Football Team is going from strength to strength.  However, 

since last year, Dunpender Community Council has been trying hard to 

provide floodlighting to allow the team to train in East Linton during the 

winter evenings.  The footballers had been trekking over to Haddington.  

Well, we managed to get the floodlights installed which you would have 

thought would be enough, but no!  Lights but no power still left the 

pitches in darkness. Finally, with a little help from our local councillor, 

Jacquie Bell, the council have 

connected everything up and 

evening training can go ahead 

locally.  This will ensure, we have 

no doubt, a highly trained team 

to bring the cup to East Linton at 

the end of the season! We await 

the results with anticipation. 

LET THERE BE LIGHT  

D U N P E N D E R  N E W S  

SMEATON 
Nursery & Gardens 

 

We offer a wide selection of hardy 
plants for every season.  Qualified and 

friendly service always available. 

Tea rooms open  
WedñSun 

Open 7 days a week  

MonñSat 9.30ñ4.30 

Sun 10.30ñ4.30 

East Linton 

Tel/Fax 01620 860501 

Christmas Trees and wreaths  

available throughout December 

PROTECT  
YOUR  
HOME  

 

East Linton Fire Unit is offering free safety 
checks to every home in the area.   A local fire 
fighter will visit your property and give you ad-
vice on how you can make your home a safer 
place.  He will also test your smoke alarms and fit 
free smoke alarms if you need them.  Your exit 
routes, in the event of fire, will be assessed and 
help will be given to reduce the risk of fire as 
much as possible. 

To arrange a visit, or to discuss any concerns 
regarding fire safety, please leave a message on 
01620 860379 (East Linton Fire Station) and 
someone will phone you back. 

SLOW DOWN 
We are continually receiving complaints about the 

speed of traffic travelling through our villages.  

Please slow down and proceed with care in built 

up areas and be particularly careful when you are 

coming off an òAó road. 

http://www.lothian.fire-uk.org/index.htm
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Dunpender Community Council 

East Linton 

Judith Priest (Chair) 

83 High Street, East Linton  

EH40 3BQ Tel 860380 

Tyninghame and Whitekirk 

Janet Pooley (Vice-chair) 

The Tithe Barn, Whitekirk  

EH42 1XS Tel 870344 

Hailes 

Bill Alder (Secretary) 

Granary House, Kippielaw,  

Haddington EH41 4PY 

Tel 861171 

East Linton 

John Robson (Treasurer) 

9 Drylaw Terrace, East Linton EH40 

3BA Tel 860842 

Alison Cosgrove 

13 Stories Park, East Linton EH40 

3BN Tel 860812 

Barry Craighead 

40 Longstone Avenue,  

East Linton EH40 3BS 

Tel 861765 

Robert Russel 

17 The Dean, East Linton  

EH40 3ED Tel 860702 

Patricia Stephen 

Phantassie, East Linton EH40 3DF 

Tel 860285 Fax 861531 

Tyninghame and Whitekirk 

Liz Kilpatrick 

White Cottage, Newbyth  

EH40 3DU Tel 870353 

Ted Hill 

3 Lochhouses, Whitekirk 

EH42 1XP Tel 870277 

Whittingehame 

Linda Shaw Stewart 

Eastfield Steading,  

Whittingehame EH41 4QA 

Tel 01368 850358 

Beanston & Markle 

Jan Ferguson 

East Cottage, Markle Mains  

EH40 3EB Tel 860786 

Nearly all the projects flagged up in the Summer Dunpender News 

have been completed we are pleased to say, with work on Christ-

mas Lights for Tyninghame, Whitekirk and East Linton under way 

as we publish. Our efforts there are targeted at making perma-

nent installations that can be òplugged inó each year, saving 

costly erection fees of £750. 

 

¶ Community Hall heating contribution  £300 

¶ Cleaning round the War Memorial at Whittinghame £200 

¶ Plants for Scotland in Bloom £500 

¶ Paying for one last òConservationó Lamppost to finish our long-

standing light improvement scheme in East Linton £678 

¶ Assisting ELC to provide CCTV at the Sports Pavilion 

¶ Contribution to and Organising of Floodlights for the Football 

Pitch in the Memorial Park.£1780 

¶ Publishing, printing and distributing the Dunpender News and 

Dunpender Tourist leaflet. £1150 

¶ Making a helping hands contribution to the inaugural East Lin-

ton Christmas Market, profiled elsewhere in the News  £150 

 

Including funds attracted from elsewhere this just about takes 

care of our  £4370 budget for 08-09, and we are already starting 

to think about next yearõs potential allocation. This money is dero-

gated form the main ELC budget each year. Using matching fund-

ing principles to the full, DCC consistently uses these funds to 

make local improvements either overlooked by the main Council or 

outside their remit. 

Meetings 

First Thursday of every month7.30pm 

Council Chambers,East Linton 

Local Priorities 

We welcome all requests and suggestions from residents. A 

copy of our Policy governing LPS awards is available from any of 

us or online @ www.dunpender.net 

Margaret Alder 
Professional Picture 

Framer 
 

Quality & Excellence 
Low Prices 

 
 

The Granary House 
Kippielaw 

Traprain EH41 4PY 
Tel 01620 861171 

The Stable 
East Linton  - East Lothian 

Spacious Mews Style Cottage 
Set in grounds of ownersõ home in the  

conservation village of East Linton 

Sleeps 3/4ñStreet Parking  

Minimum let 2/3nights 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ground Floor: Fully equipped breakfasting kitchen/separate toilet 

1st Floor: Lounge/dining room/2 bedrooms 

Outside patio area with BBQ and garden furniture 

Sorry no petsñno smoking 
 

For further information tel: 01620 861041 



 

 

This autumn we have spent a lot of time 

on Planning issues. We shall support 

the building of 50 houses at Orchard-

field in a mix of sizes including 13 

ôaffordableõ houses.  However the pro-

posed golf course/hotel/42 houses at 

Whitekirk is a development we have 

strongly opposed, but it seems that East 

Lothian Councilõs own policies are to be 

ignored and outline planning permission 

has been granted. 

We have met with the developers of the 

Phantassie retail development and have 

encouraged community consultation 

prior to submitting their application (see 

page 4).  This proposal will be discussed 

at our December meeting and your 

views would be greatly welcomed. 

Our own efforts to encourage tourism 

continue with the third edition of our 

Walks leaflet and plans are underway to 

sign the footpaths around the Gleg-

hornie and Newmains area. New 

benches might appear this winter too. 

The footbridge at the Surgery has been 

painted and the steps repaired; we are 

still working on the muddy footpath 

there. 

In spite of the weather this summer East 

Linton looked very attractive thanks to 

the efforts of the Beautiful Scotland 

team and everyone who helped with 

their own pots and window boxes. We 

did very well in winning three awards 

and look forward to the spring bulb dis-

plays which are already being planned. 

September saw the 40th annual Art 

Show and Competition in the Commu-

nity Hall. The special exhibit of items 

from the last 40 years and indeed the 

whole show was really enjoyable. A re-

cent very funny Murder Mystery put on 

in the Hall by the Drama group and the 

panto ôThe Snow Queenõ planned for 

January are another reminder of how 

lucky we are to have so much enthusi-

asm and talent here. 

DCC has obtained substantial ELC fund-

ing for work at the Hall this year, help-

ing pay for a new cooker, improved 

heating system, repainting and other 

repairs. 

Our website volunteer Dan has left us 

and gone to Australia, we wish him luck 

and are delighted that Alastair Sea-

groatt has stepped in to continue to 

keep us online. 

I hope you all enjoy Christmas and join 

in all the many festive entertainments 

laid on for us locally by all the people 

who are so active here throughout the 

year. Thank you all for your support. 

Judith Priest 
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East Linton Community Website 

Alastair Seagroatt, who lives in the heart of the village, has 
been quietly working away on the East Linton and community 
council website.  By the time you receive this newsletter, our 
new website will be live (fingers crossed!) at 
www.eastlinton.uk.com, with great photos and lots of infor-
mation.   

Maintaining and updating a website takes a lot of regular input 
and we are very grateful to Alastair for volunteering to keep 
our own site current and interesting. (Alastair has also de-
signed The Crownõs website so he is really busy!) 

Any community website is only as good as the input it gets, so 
if you are a business or local group and would like your details 
or news posted on our site, can contact Alastair via  
www. eastlinton.uk.com. 

Judith 

Priest 

Community Grants 

Small local groups are now able to apply 
for a grant of up to £1,000 from Leader+ 
funding, via Dunpender Community Coun-
cil.  We have the application forms and can 
help you make the most of this offer, so do 
let us know if you would like to make an 
application. 

 

To report Road and Lighting 
faults the new numbers are:  
 

Roads Helpline  

01875 824305 
 

Street Lighting Helpline  

01875 824310 

Alastair 

Seagroatt 

http://www.playthings.com/articles/blog/390000439/20080606/european_flag.jpg
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/
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The Phantassie estate played an important 

role in the agricultural revolution of the 18th 

Century.  Andrew Meikle invented the thresh-

ing machine here, with George Rennieõs en-

couragement, thereby changing the face of 

farming forever. 

Phantassie Steading was designed to serve a 

farm of over 700 acres. Now derelict and 

deteriorating, plans are afoot to repair, re-

store and develop these buildings, which are 

of historical interest.  The end result aims to 

be a high quality heritage, leisure and retail 

attraction, to include exhibition space, childrensõ play centre, specialised retailing and places to eat. 

Property developers Phantassie Heritage LLP have presented their ideas to the Community Council and on November 10th 

they held an open exhibition at East Linton Community Hall.  The developers hope to submit detailed plans for full planning 

consent and listed building consent (from Historic Scotland) before Christmas, when the plans will become public. 

Phantassie Heritage told us that the exhibition at the Community Hall was an important part of the consultation process 

and well attended, with over 100 visitors taking the trouble to comment in writing.  Overall, they said that the response 

was very favourable and enthusiastic.  If the planning and construction process goes smoothly, the hope is that the devel-

opment could be completed and fully let by summer 2011. 

 

 

Phantassie 

On Tuesday 5 August, Stewart Stevenson, MSP and Minister for 

Transport, visited East Lothian at the invitation of  RAGES (Rail 

Action Group, East of Scotland).  The Ministerõs first call was at 

East Linton to see the site of  the proposed station.  Dunpender 

Community Councillor Allison Cosgrove, RAGES Secretary and 

East Linton Representative, showed the party around the site. Also 

on the visit were Iain Gray, MSP for East Lothian, local councillors 

Paul McLennan and Norman Hampshire and a representative from 

South East of  Scotland Transport Partnership.    

Rages Chair, Tom Thorburn was delighted with the visit.  òThe 

Minister showed great interest in what we wish to achieve in our 

quest to have a local service to Dunbar and Berwick and have East 

Linton and Reston stations re-opened.  Coming from the most 

rural part of  Scotland, Stewart fully appreciated our needs for 

better transport links,ó said Mr Thorburn.  Letõs hope this signals a 

station reopening in East Linton in the not too distant future. 

Scottish Minister visits East Linton Station Allison Cosgrove, Stewart Stevenson, Paul McLennan, Iain Gray, Norman Hampshire and Tom Thorburn 

(Rages Chairman) 

JAMES BROWN  

& SON 

Tyninghame Sawmill 
Tel & Fax (01620) 870228 

enquiries@jamesbrowntrees.co.uk 

Woodland Management and  

Maintenance 

House clearance and 

landscaping 

Fencing Materials 

Firewood Logs available in both 

hard and soft wood 

D J MALCOLM 
(Props. T & I Hunter) 

 

33 High Street, East Linton 

01620 860329  

 

Newsagent 

Licensed Grocer 

Instore DVD box office 

National Lottery Agent 

Phonecards 
 

Orders for Newspapers & provisions 

Delivered Locally 

Credit Cards accepted 

 

RUTHERFORD  
Agricultural & Automotive Engineers 

 

Your Local Supplier 

of MacGas  

 

Dunbar Road, East Linton 

East Lothian EH40 3DE 

Tel 01620 860348 

Fax 01620 860961 

e-mail: Gillian.Purves@rutherford.co.uk 

This planning proposal will be discussed on 4th December at the Community Council meeting if you would like to 

attend.  We are keen to hear your views so do contact any community councillor.   

Proposed Phantassie Development 



 

 

Hopefully you will already have heard the buzz about 

the first Christmas Market, organised by, and for, the 

local community.  Helen Patterson brought the idea 

back from her travels in Eastern Europe, where it is part 

of tradition that villages come together at Christmas 

time to showcase their local crafts and hospitality.  She 

thought that such a pretty village as East Linton, with its 

talented and enthusiastic community, would surely be 

the ideal place for such a market.   

Organisation only got underway in September but along 

with Anna Davidson and a team of at least 25 volun-

teers they have managed to bring the Christmas Market 

to fruition this year.  It has been a real feat of energy 

and initiative to get all the key elements in place for 

December 11th, when a festive treat is in store.   

From 4pm ð 9pm, lots of lighted stalls will be ranged 

around the village square, with carol singers from East 

Linton Primary School, mulled wine, hot chocolate and 

local craftspeople selling everything from soaps to 

Christmas decorations.  Santa will be there for the chil-

dren (and a fire engine!), as this is a real family event, 

with everyone welcome. 

WRAP UP WARM FOR EAST LINTONõS FIRST CHRISTMAS MARKET! 
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Dunpender Community Council is donating £150 to-

wards essential costs, with other local wellwishers also 

pledging donations.  Helen and Anna would like to thank 

all their many helpers and supporters.   

This is a non-profit making event that really is all about 

the energy and enthusiasm of East Linton residents.  We 

hope that lots and lots of people enjoy it on the night ð 

whatever the weather, it will be going ahead! 

How many people do you know who have celebrated 50 

years of voluntary service for a cause that they are still 

enthusiastic about and actively involved in?  Barry has-

nõt clocked up that long (yet) on our Community Council, 

but he is about to be presented with a Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award from the Scottish Amateur Athletics Asso-

ciation. 

Brought up in Musselburgh, Barry took up cycling after 

he left school and was soon the Lothian Road Race 

Champion. Having also excelled at cross country run-

ning during his National Service, Barry was asked to 

take on organisational roles in the Scottish Amateur 

Athletics Association and he also became a Starter.  

Barry was made Scotlandõs Chief Starter in 1971, which 

M E E T  A  C O M M U N I T Y  C O U N C I L L O R  

B A R R Y  C R A I G H E A D  

means that he has fired the gun which has witnessed 

many famous names òtake offó, including officiating at 

the Barcelona Olympics.  This year alone, Barry has 

wielded the starting pistol at 50 athletics meetings.  But 

what Barry has enjoyed more than anything is encourag-

ing young sporting talent, an enthusiasm that spills over 

into his role as a Community Councillor (his support of 

East Lintonõs football team has been much appreciated). 

Barry joined the Community Council soon after moving 

to East Linton from Portobello and his first òjobó was 

overseeing the installation of the Parkõs playground 

equipment.  Being a fully trained joiner, Barry gets called 

upon to help with benches and, in a recent case, freeing 

youngsters who had inadvertently locked themselves 

into the public toilets! 

A volunteer by nature, Barry is also Chairman of Long-

stone Avenue Tenants and Residents Association, so is 

fully involved in village life.  Looking to the future, his 

main concern for East Linton is the management of ever

-increasing traffic and the constant speeding which is 

making our streets more dangerous. 

Although still heavily involved in voluntary activities, 

Barry has at least retired from the career which he fitted 

in alongside his outside interests.  He spent 25 years as 

Clerk of Works for the Northern Lighthouse Board, travel-

ling by road, sea and helicopter overseeing the mainte-

nance of all our lighthouses.  Barry, we think you should 

write your memoires! 

Anna Davidson and Helen Patterson 




